Staying Connected
Tanglewood Hillsdale Community Association (THCA)
Newsletter—Fall 2020
A Message for Our Readers—The Staying Connections Newsletter will remain online only for
the foreseeable future. If you are reading the newsletter on the THCA website and would like to
have new editions emailed directly, please email info@thca.ca to join the mailing list. As always,
if you have a neighbor who would benefit from reading the newsletter, please share it! Hard
copies are also available at the bulletin boards located across the community.

The mission of the Tanglewood Hillsdale Community
Association (THCA) is to enhance the quality of life, to
th
Corn Roast / Talent Show (Sept. 9 from 5pm to 7pm)
promote community spirit,
This year’s annual Corn Roast will be held online and double as a talto represent the views of its
ent show! Please fill out this Google form by Sept. 4th to register to
membership, and to particijoin our online community get-together and talent show and receive
six ears of corn per household. To enter content for the talent show,
pate in charitable, educaplease send a video of your talent to events@thca.ca before August
tional and recreational activi29th. Quality prizes are up for grabs, so don’t be shy! Show the community what you can do. The
ties.
THCA gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the City of Ottawa for this event.
Covid-19 Update - As Ottawa continues to open up as permitted by the provincial government, the THCA reminds community members to remain diligent. Please continue to socially
distance and respect the boundaries of others as we take steps toward the “new normal”. For
more information and to access health-related resources, visit www.ottawapublichealth.ca
The THCA is doing its part by continuing to follow municipal
and provincial health-related guidelines. To ensure the safety of the community, many events and programs will continue to be postponed or held virtually when possible. We appreciate the community’s patience during this time and look
forward to seeing you again soon!
We are looking to hear from the community regarding the following questions about COVID-19:
1) What are the challenges/barriers you are facing as an individual or family with Covid-19?
2) What are your concerns moving forward? (School, work, family, mental health, etc.)

3) Are you able to follow the public health guidelines (like hand washing, 2m physical distancing,
masks, etc.) that can protect you and your family from COVID-19? If not, what are the barriers?

Stay Connected with

the THCA
—Visit our website at
www.thca.ca
—Follow us on Facebook to
www.facebook.com/
thcadotca
—Contact the THCA
President at
president@thca.ca
—Contact the Staying
Connected Editor at
editor@thca.ca

Email your answers to outreach@thca.ca

—Contact the Facility Manager (to rent space at the
THCA Communication Survey -Thank you to those who responded to our Communications
Tanglewood Community
Survey over the past couple of months. The THCA greatly appreciates the community’s participation and will use responses to better communicate information to community members using Centre) at:
rentals@thca.ca
the tools available to us.
Some interesting takeaways from the Survey included:
 About half of all respondents noted that the Staying Connected Newsletter
was their primary source of community information
 Over half of respondents mentioned that they visited the THCA website over
once a month
 72% of respondents admitted to having a medium or high level of awareness
about community events and programs
Because this survey was so informative, additional Communications Surveys will
be posted in the future. Stay tuned for more opportunities to provide feedback!
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Interior Programs Manager - This position is great for

Remembering the Tornado Day (Sept 21st) – Plans for this
event are still ongoing, but please visit www.thca.ca for more
information as it is posted.

Recognizing Neighbors Day and our Annual General
Meeting (Nov 14th from 11:30am to 12:30pm – Our annual
neighbourhood appreciation event and AGM will be held online
this year. Please visit www.thca.ca for more information about
this event and to access the link to the virtual meeting.

CIBC Virtual Workshop: "Welcome to Banking" for Women and Newcomers – This informative workshop will be hosted online and will be in English with Arabic translations is available. The Date is Friday, Sept. 18th at 7pm. Zoom link will be provided at registration. To register, please email
outreach@thca.ca.

Free Painting Night and Painting on Glass Workshop –
This in-person workshop will be hosted at the Tanglewood
Community Center building. The date has yet to be determined,
but if you are interested in taking part, please email
outreach@thca.ca with your name and age. Please note that
the number of participants will be limited for health and safety
reasons, so don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to
participate.

Creating the Change We Want Workshop – This informative workshop will be held in October. For more information or
to register, please email outreach@thca.ca.

Hatha Yoga (Thursdays from 7pm to 8pm at the Tanglewood
Community Center) - The focus will be on Balance, Flexibility
and Meditation to release any stress or anxiety one may experience. Please bring a mat as they cannot be provided at this
time. COVID-19 rules will be enforced, meaning masks must be
worn in the building. Sessions runs from Sept. 17th – Nov. 5th
and cost $120.00 for the 8-weeks ($4.00 discount for THCA
members). Participation is by registration only, with no drop-ins
permitted. Registration will be available through www.thca.ca.
For more information, please email Niki Mintenki, Events Manager at Programs-interior@thca.ca

university students, retirees, or anyone with too much
free time on their hands! This position involves a commitment of approximately nine hours per month, performing the following tasks:
 Managing emails to and from members of THCA and
Tanglewood Park Community Centre (TPCC) for programs
 Organizing indoor programs at our Tanglewood Park
Community Center (coordinating with facility promoters, hiring instructors, and getting feedback
from members)
 Posting and updating information on the THCA website and calendar for Programs that are happening in
our community
 Attending TPCC meetings
 Helping to brainstorm ideas for advertising and running programs such as Tai Chi, yoga, and seniors
social groups
This position offers the ability to work from home, a
quarterly gratuity of $180.00, and colleagues who are
supportive! The ideal candidate will have basic computer
skills, show strong initiative, and have above average
communication skills (oral and written). If you’d like to
make a difference in your community and are interested
in this position, please send your resume to
president@thca.ca

Rink Supervisor - As the Rink Supervisor, you are a
member of the Programs and Events team, providing
outdoor fitness and recreation to neighbours and others
of all ages by maintaining two sheets of ice. Join us and
Andy’s Snowblowing & Lawncare as Supervisor(s) from
December 15 to March 2.
We seek adults for this position and the ideal candidate
will have a clear availability, and also be available for
maintenance. Last year, this position required a 177 hour
commitment over the full season. Volunteers will augment your service for 1 ¼ hours on weekdays. Total compensation is $5,200, divided bi-weekly.
Required skills: ice making/cleaning, snow blowing, janitorial, first aid, public relations. The Rink Supervisor must also be in good physical condition as the position is physically demanding. Police clearance to assist
vulnerable persons is also a must. If interested, please
contact president@thca.ca

THCA Memberships - With the membership year drawing to a close, the THCA encourages existing THCA
members to renew their household memberships for another year. Please visit https://thca.ca/join-us/thca
-membership/ to renew your membership online or find out more about alternative renewal options.
If you’re not a member and are interested in becoming one, please visit the link above to learn more about
memberships options and their benefits. Also, stay tuned as letters will be going out shortly mentioning the
reasons why supporting the work of the Associations makes solid sense. Thank you all for your continued support!

Tanglewood Hillsdale Community Association — www.thca.ca

Page 2

Tanglewood Community Garden Update - We had quite a successful season this
year. All 18 garden plots were taken, which is an improvement over last season.
Thank you to Greeley Sand and Gravel for the free Mushroom Compost - It made a
big difference in the quality and the amount of produce. Thanks also goes out to all
those who rented and took good care of their plots and surrounding area. One of the
plots was even used to grow produce that was donated to a neighbouring food bank.

Neighbourhood Infrastructure News
Road Sign Audit - The annual audit of to assess the condition of road signage within the community was completed on July 24, with findings from the review forwarded to the City Transportation
Department. Three dozen intersections were evaluated during the audit, including the rating of
three types of painted road signs being (crosswalks, stop bars, and maximum speed/shared bikecar lanes). The following is a summary of the ratings:
Crosswalks
 There is an absence of crosswalks at Canberry trans-versing to the Medhurst Park and Woodfield trans-versing Lansfield.
 Of the 20 painted crosswalks evaluated, 80% were rated as being of poor quality
Stop Bars
 There is an absence of stop bars at the following intersections: Kidgrove at Lansfield, Lansfield at Woodfield (likely connected to the paving that was being done last summer/fall), and Crestlea Cres. N at Dalehurst.
 Of the 28 painted stop bars evaluated, 14% were rated as being of poor quality

Maximum Speed Signage
 Of the 8 maximum speed/shared lane painted signage sites evaluated, 38% were rated as being of poor quality
The Directors believe that crosswalks into the City parks ought to be a City priority. Equally important is the blind-crossover
from the paved pathway going south from the Hydro One substation ,trans-versing Woodfield into the Tanglewood Park. This
location is where the Nepean Trail turns south through the Park before then heading west. That pathway is a portion of the
near 3km Central Circuit in our neighbourhood. The lack of a safe cross-walk at this location makes it difficult to promote the
“Active Living for All Ages” feature of our neighbourhood until users can safety trans-verse that spot.

Ward Boundary Review - On July 6, the THCA communicated its concern about the initial public consultation of the framework to be used to determine the number of wards and their boundaries. The median respondents across the 23 wards had
been 18, with the range being between 8 and 36. The THCA’s main assertion was that in developing a framework, the designers ought to be mindful that neighbourhoods that have historically been in the same wards, ought to remain together in the
new wards (i.e. ourselves and Manordale/Woodvale).

The second phase of the Ward Boundary Review will be held virtually in September, enabling residents to participate online
or via phone by Zoom. Three of the sessions will invite comments from participants from all over the city, while another three
sessions will focus on the urban, suburban and rural parts of the city. Registration is required through ottawa.ca/
wardboundary, once the public consultation period officially opens on August 19, 2020, registrants will receive an email with a
Zoom passcode and login information.

Update On Annual Audit Of Outside Benches and Bus Shelters - The Association audit, which was sent to OC Transpo,
identified a missing exterior bench near 199 Woodfield, opposite Shehyn Lane as well as the need for a bus shelter on Merivale
Rd. near 1 Rydon Place.

Hydro One requested to remove four tree trunks and limbs in the corridor – Hydro One’s contractors cleared the corridor between Medhurst Park and Woodroofe, leaving felled tree trucks in the surrounding area. At the THCA’s request, these
have now been removed. The THCA also queried Hydro One regarding the quality of the grass that is grown there as it seems
more like invasive species rather than grass.

Medhurst Park Parking Lot Very Well Used - One of the projects identified as necessary and submitted to the Councillor
for consideration is the need to expand the Medhurt Park parking lot. With this summer’s popularity of beach volleyball, had
the ball diamonds been in use, vehicles would have again overused Canbury. An extension of the parking would promote more
consistent use of all of the spaces and amenities available at Medhurt Park.
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Staying Active on Community Pathways - In Tanglewood-Hillsdale, we have a network of walking/bike paths for your
enjoyment. For the more adventurous, at Benlea (closer to Woodroffe) you can cross Hunt Club to the woods behind the
Nepean Sportsplex.
Tanglewood Park Community Centre - With the Province of Ontario moving
Ottawa into stage three of its reopening framework, the community association (THCA) will be resuming a phased reopening of Hillsdale Hall for
meetings and programs. The maximum group size is 17 people. The kitchen
remains closed. Rental inquiries can be directed to rentals@thca.ca or visit
Facility Rentals at www.thca.ca

Volleyball at Medhurst Park - The Volleyball
court at Medhurst Park is being well used this
summer. Players are happy that a net is provided and noted that the sand is of great quality.

Medhurst Park Basketball Court - The basketball court
area renovation is moving along with the City Parks and
Facilities Planning assigning a Project Manager from
Design and Construction to oversee this project. The
green wall in the court area has been removed due to
its unsafe condition. The future pathways to the courts
will meet the accessibility requirements and standards,
and there will also be an accessibility compatible bench
on this site. The THCA Board has pledged $10,000 towards this project. The redesign is being done by the
City and when we have a draft copy for review and its
associated cost, we will provide you with more information. We hope the redesign will be completed in
2020 and the construction will be done in 2021.
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