
 

The mission of the Tangle-
wood Hillsdale Communi-
ty Association (THCA) is to 
enhance the quality of 
life, to promote communi-
ty spirit, to represent the 
views of its membership, 
and to participate in chari-
table, educational and 
recreational activities.  

________ 
 

Stay Connected with 
the THCA 

—Visit our website at 
www.thca.ca 
 

—Follow us on Facebook 
to www.facebook.com/
thcadotca  
 

—Contact the THCA  
President at 
president@thca.ca 
 

—Contact the Staying  
Connected Editor at 
editor@thca.ca 
 

—Contact the Facility 
Manager (to rent space at 
the Tanglewood Communi-
ty Centre) at: 
rentals@thca.ca 
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Annual General Mee ng Neighbours  
Recogni on Day—The THCA held its AGM 
and Neighbours Recognition Day on Novem-
ber 14th. Despite the need to move this 
year’s meeting online to ensure the health 
and safety of attendees, it was still a highly 
informational and enlightening event. The 
Zoom session was attended by our Counsellor 
Keith Egli, who gave an update on the City’s 
strategy for battling COVID-19 and ensuring 
the health of Ottawa’s communities. As part 
of the event, members of our community 
were formally recognized for their contribu-
tions to Tanglewood-Hillsdale neighborhood. 
 

Don Cornwell was recognized as the Neigh-
bourhood Volunteer of the Year. During the 
two years that Don has lived in our neigh-
bourhood,  he has made an immense differ-
ence, particularly keeping the Centre and its 
rink operating. Over the Past several, months, 
Don has taken charge of carefully sanitizing 
the Centre between events.  

Community Garden News—As you may be aware, the Tangewood Community Centre has 18 garden plots. Whether 
or not if you have a green thumb, plots will be available in late spring, so why not book one now! As the saying goes, 
the early bird gets the worm. Plots go quickly, so please contact Allen Deering at promotions@thca.ca if your are in-
terested. More information about the garden will be available on the THCA as we get closer to planting season.  

Halloween Contest Winners!— Despite the current state of our City’s health, our community came out to cel-
ebrated the Halloween season by decorating their properties—making it difficult for our judges to choose win-
ners. The households of 5 Ancroft Cres., 9 Benlea Dr., 119 Benlea Dr., 4 Finrod Crt., 7 & 11 Kedgewick Crt., 21 
& 23 Lansfield Way, 46 A and 46 F as well as 56 E Medhurst Dr. were recognized, along with 20 others, as 
Neighbourhood Builders during our Neighbours Recognition Day virtual event on November 14. Thank you to 
all who participated! 

 

Please help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.  

Wear a mask, stay home if 
you are feeling sick, and abide 

by social distancing  
guidelines. 

 
The Nepean Rideau Osgoode 
Community Resource Centre 
(NROC) is looking for the com-
munity’s feedback related to 
COVID-19 resources through 
it’s new community needs as-
sessment survey. Please take 
the time to respond at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
X2LHBM2?lang=en 

Virtual Holiday Party & Gingerbread House Decora ng Contest 
When: Sunday Dec 13, 2020 from 2 to 4pm 
Where: On your computer or mobile device via Zoom  
 
Come have fun with Santa and neighbors! We will have a 
visit from Santa and if you want, you can go to a break out 
room for a private conversation with Santa. We will also 
have games, songs, and a Gingerbread House decorating 
contest. Email events@thca.ca for more info and to join! 

Interior Programs Manager—This position is great for university students, retir-
ees, or anyone with too much free time on their hands! This position involves a 
commitment of approximately nine hours per month. In this position you would 
be responsible for organizing indoor programs (coordinating with facility man-
agement, promotions, hiring instructors, etc.), posting programming infor-
mation on the THCA website, attending TPCC meetings, and other duties. This 
position offers the ability to work from home, a quarterly gratuity of $180.00, 
and colleagues who are supportive! The ideal candidate will have basic comput-
er skills, show strong initiative, and have above average communication skills 
(oral and written). If you’d like to make a difference in your community and are 
interested in this position, please send your resume to president@thca.ca  

Data Entry Clerk/Records Manager 
The THCA is currently seeking the 
services of a Data Entry Clerk to up-
date and maintain the Membership, 
Neighbourhood Watch, Program, and 
Local Business databases to ensure 
that our contacts remain current. This 
is a paid position at $20/hr. Experi-
ence with digital records manage-
ment is required. If you are interest-
ed, please contact the THCA Presi-
dent at president@thca.ca 
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Audit of Play Structures:  There are three play 
structures in our neighbourhood—two in Tangle-
wood Park and one in Medhurst Park. The play 
structure near the Tanglewood Park ball courts, 
which is a toddler structure, is the oldest structure 
of the three and is mainly metal. The play structure 
to the west of the Centre was installed in 2006. Like 
the structure in Medhurst Park, it can be used by 
both younger and older children. It is a mix of plastic 
and metal.  
 

We had wondered whether metal structures were 
as safe as plastic structures and equipment and City 
staff advised that our parks’ structures and equip-
ment meet city standards, and that our park play-
grounds are inspected monthly by trained CSA play-
ground inspectors. Maintenance is performed 
promptly. To assist the THCA in next year’s audit, we 
would benefit from Recreation, Cultural and Facility 
Services (RCFS) checklist, and annually undertake an 
inspection with the City staff.   
 

Smoking  near play structures within Tanglewood 
Park was also identified as an issue and the City has 
approved the installment of “No Smoking” signs on 
the west end of the park. 

 

Audit of Sidewalks: There are sidewalks on one side of Wood-
field and one side of Medhurst. This year’s audit aimed to deter-
mine whether concrete slabs on these paths reasonably aligned 
with one another. Significantly misalignments would be a safety 
issue (i.e. trips) and make it difficult for the sidewalk snow-
ploughs. No significant horizontal misalignments were identi-
fied. The City was advised. 
 

Audit of Pathways: This year’s selected pathway was the path-
way through Medhurst Park. The asphalt circuit around the two 
ball diamonds was not found to be even or without potholes. It 
has not been resurfaced since being built in 1983. A request has 
been made for potholes to be patched and the resurfacing to be 
included on the RCFS’s list of park pathways to be resurfaced. 
It’s difficult to fully promote a message of Active Living for All 
Ages in our neighbourhood when one of our most popular parks 
is not safe and safe accessibility to all users. 
 

Are Audits Useful? Our Answer is yes. Our Bus Shelter and 
Outside Bench Audit identified to OC Transpo a missing bench 
on Woodfield at Sheyhn—which as since been reinstalled. Our 
Road Sign Audit identified a missing stop sign at Kidgrove Gar-
den, which was submitted to City Roads Staff. That too has been 
installed along with the repainting of a number of stop lines and 
road signage. Our next audit will focus onthe winter accessibility 
to our fifty community mailboxes.  

 

Virtual Winter Carnival 
Saturday, Jan. 23rd from 
2 - 4 pm. This will be 
virtual event via Zoom. 
Join us online for 
a Magician show, 
games, and prizes for a 
snowman building con-
test (build a snowman before the event and 
take a photo to share with the group). 
Email events@thca.ca for more info and to re-
ceive virtual invite to the event. 

Allen Deering Being  
Recognized By Knoxdale-
Merivale—Our own Promo-
tions Manager, Allen Deer-
ing will be recognized by the 
Knoxdale-Merivale Ward for 
the many roles he has as-
sumed with the THCA (Vice-
President, Facility Manager, 
Program Manager, and now 
Promotion Manager. Most 
recently, he has also coordi-
nated the operations of our 
popular community garden.  
Allen will be recognized in 
the upcoming Knoxdale-
Merivale Ward newsletter.  

Environmental Sustainability in the Community—The Tanglewood community is flush 
with plenty of opportunities for us to get outside and experience nature right in our 
backyard. Now, more than ever, recreational opportunities are highly valued and are 
becoming more important to provide us with safe and interesting places for us to get 
outside.  
 

In order to ensure that these sites continue to be amazing, there is work that can be 
done by all of us to ensure these environmental assets continue to support community 
needs into the future. This includes: 
 

 Collect litter in and around the community to protect wildlife and keep our parks 
and walking trails looking great 

 Learn about ways to identify invasive species, and communicate with City staff to 
address the removal of these invasive species 

 Join the Tanglewood Community Garden team to grow and harvest local food that 
supports those in need (for more information, contact tanglewoodgarden@thca.ca) 

 Contact the City to plant a tree on your property free of cost (Google “Trees in Trust 
Ottawa” for more information) 

 

These are just some of the ways in which you can help the local environment. If you 
would like to become more involved, either by contributing ideas of ways to improve 
the natural features of the community or advocating the City to do more to support 
environmental sustainability, please connect with Tanglewood’s Community Environ-
mental Lead – Mitchell House (tanglewood.enviro@gmail.com)  

Hatha Yoga (Adults)—Mondays between Jan. 11 to Feb. 15, from 
7 to 8pm at the Tanglewood Community Centre. The focus will be 
on balance, flexibility, and meditation to release any stress or anxi-
ety one may experience. Please bring a mat. COVID 19 rules will be 
enforced and masks must be worn while in the building. 
Cost: $90.00 for 6 weeks  ($4.00 discount for THCA members) No 
Drop-ins  and participants must register for all 8 weeks. To regis-
ter, email events@thca.ca and I will send you the link. 
 

Group Violin Lessons—Saturday afternoons between Jan. 9 to 
Mar. 6. To register, contact Sara Mastrangelo at 
senns1@hotmail.com or 613-798-6264. 
 

Community Out Door Rink—The ODR will be open this year as 
soon as it will be feasible to do so. Supervised hours for the change 
room are to be determined. Please check our website in late De-
cember for more details related to hours of operation. 

Tanglewood Hillsdale Seniors (55+) Survey—The Nepean 
Rideau Osgoode Community Resource Centre (NROCRC) 
would like to learn more about seniors’ needs in our com-
munity. If you are over 55+, they would like to hear from 
you! Please help my filling out a short survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/YPYS5W8 

Tanglewood Sports and Recrea on Program (Ages 8-12)
Join NROC’S outdoor after school program, Wednesday’s 
from 4-5:30pm at the Tanglewood Community Centre. 
COVID-19 health and safety guidelines will be upheld. 
Email Lindsay at lziebell@nrocrc.org to register! 

Membership—Before the end of September, 64 renewal 
letters were distributed to community members. To those 
households that have yet to renew, please consider that 
the THCA needs your support. Your membership is more 
about affirming your support of the work of the volunteers 
as it is about financial support. Volunteers who support An 
Active Life Style, Feeling Safe and Secure in our neighbour-
hood, and Living in Open Spaces with the remnant of a 
forest as our southern boundary. Fees last year comprised 
2% of the Association’s revenue. Please demonstrate your 
support. Thank you! 
 

Associa on Faces Budgetary Challenge—Imagine year 
end, September 30, 2019, when the THCA’s revenue was 
$35,336 and in 2020, when its revenue was $19,093 (85% 
of which was raised between October and April). The Cen-
tre is fortunate to have  $41,168 and additional $10,000 
committed as our contribution to the refurbishing of 
Medhurst Park’s Basketball Court.    

Associa on Board Welcomes Two New Members 
During the November 14th Annual General Meeting, 
Mitchell House and Don Cornwell were elected to a two-
year term to the Board of Directors. They joined Veronica 
Kearney, George Kong, Danilo Orozco, and Graeme Roder-
ick whom had completed the first year of their terms. 
Hanan Ali was thanked for her years of service on the 
Board. We also thanked Pauline Budd (Facilities Manager), 
Raphael Ezema (Program Manager-External), Niki Minten-
ko (Events Manager), and Allen Deering (Promotions Man-
ger). The contribution of Brandon Rushton(SC Editor), 
Debbie Lombardo (SC Distribution Coordinator), Thomas 
Brandley (Webmaster), and 
Rick Seabrook (Bookkeeper) 
were acknowledged . Thanks 
were extended to our many 
other dedicated volunteers. 
 

Cross Country Skiing in Tanglewood Hillsdale—Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoeing in 
local neighbourhoods is becoming more and more popular. People already use our central 3km circuit during the win-
ter for skiing, snowshoeing, and walking. A group is being formed of neighbourhood associations that are interested 
to building on the overwhelming success of the free, 16km Sir John A Macdonald trail along the Ottawa River. 
The THCA will seek to be part of that group.  
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